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Jon xviii. . £9, 
My Kingdom is not of rhis World, — 


"FE ANY Ages before the Meſſiah ap- 
pear'd among Men, it was foretold 
that he ſhould be a King. The 
Prophets beheld him in Viſion ſit- 
ting upon the Throne of his Glory, and re- 
joiced in the diſtant proſpect. One of them, 
particularly, deſcribes him, under the familiar 
name of the Son of Man, coming with the 
Clouds of Heaven to the Ancient of Days, by 
whom was given unto him Dominion, and 
Glory, and a Kingdom; that all People, Na- 
tions, and Languages ſhould ſerve him; that 
his Dominion ſhould be an everlaſting Domi- 
nion, and his Kingdom that which ſhall not 
be deſtroyed 50 1 
Arx length the Fulneſs of time is come; this 
wonderful Per ſon, the Word, is made Fleſh 'Y 
wiſe men. from the Eaſt come to Jeruſalem, 
faying, V. bere is he that was born King of the 
| A 2 JOE 
Dan. vii. 13, 14. 


eſſiah, and, by conſequence, the ſtyle of 
Univerſal King included in it. The Multi- 


tude, rightly judging by his Miracles, that he 


was Meſſiab the Prince, would have taken him 
by force, and made him a King; they were 
in haſte to proclaim his title, and fight under 


his banner. But the Doctrine he taught, and 


his Manner of Life, were ſo very oppoſite to 


the views and intereſts of the Phariſees, and 


other leading men among the Jews, that they 
became his bittereſt enemies; and for no other 
reaſon, but becauſe he would not ſet up a 
Temporal Kingdom, accus'd him to the Ro- 
man Governor of deſigning it. * If thou let this 


man go, thou art no friend to Ceſar ; whoſoever 


maketh himſelf a king, ſpeaketh againſt Cæ- 
far. Whereby they would inſinuate, that eſs 
Chriſt invaded the Rights of the Emperor of 
Rome; an Accuſation the more inexcuſabl 


malicious (not only for that his whole Life was 
a plain confutation of this Charge, and he 


had ever taught them, 7o render unto Cæſar 
the things that were Cæſar's, but) becauſe he 
had, but a little before, in this very Trial, 
told Pilate, who aſked him whether he was 


King of the Jeus, that his Kingdom was not 


of this World. He does not diſown his being 
a King; but, when Plate repeats the queſtion 
(Art thou a King then?) anſwers, thou ſayeſt 
that Jam a King: which is a more indirect way 


of aſſerting that he was ſo; eſpecially, when 


s John xix. 12. he 


(EF 


ard He challenges the character of the 


1 
he adds, that for this end he came into the 
world , that he might bear witneſs to the 
Truth ; intimating that it is not only a Truth 
that 1 5 is a King, but one of thoſe Truths 
that lie at the Foundation of the Chriſtian Re- 
gion. Yet ſtill, that they might not miſtake 
him, the nathre of his Kingdom is ſufficiently 
explain d in theſe words, My Kingdom is not 
of this World. Here I ſhall, 


Firſt, Give ſome account of the kingly 
Power of our Lord. And then, 

Secondly, Proceed to explain and prove this 
Declaration concerning his Kingdom in F. 
the Text, that it is not of this World. 


Firſt, It may be proper to give ſome ac- 
count, tho * of Chri/ff's kingly Power. 

* & Kingdom i is a Society of reaſonable Beings 
united under the government of one ſupreme 
Head. Such a Kingdom is the Church of 
Chriſt, and ſuch a Head is Chriſt in his King- 
dom. He is Head over all things to the 
* Church, which is his Body, the 2 ulneſs of 
him that filleth all in all. There is +one Lord, 
and but one; not one inviſible, and another vi- 
fible, as the Slaves of Rome are taught to be- 
lieve. This may be an eſſential Doctrine of 
that Church, but is no where to be met with 
in the Bible. Not a word, there, of holdin 
another Head befides Chriſt, to whom, as wall 


as 


i 45 Tims: 


4 
foundation is there for that modeſt way of ar- 
guing, that the Church muſt have ſuch a Head 
let over it, aliter Dominus non fuiſſet diſcretus, 
becauſe otherwiſe the Lord had not been diſ- 
creet, (which is the demonſtration they bring 
for an znfallible Guide) ſo little foundation, I fay, 
is there for this manner of thinking, that a uni- 
verſal Monarchy in the Church would be at- 
tended with worſe Conſequences than in the 
Worlii; degenerating into a more miſchievous 
Tyranny, and naturally drawing after it the 
eee where, of Vice and Error. It 
ath been very judiciouſly obſerved, * © That 
the main purpoſe of God in confounding 
the language of Mankind at Babel, moſt 


EY - 


probably was to prevent the early eſtabliſh- 


* ment of one great Empire in the World; 


and in conſequence of that, the proportio- 


nable growth of every Vice and Impiety 
© among Mankind“ And would not the 
effects of one Ecclgſiaſtical Empire, graſping 
the whole Earth, be ſtill more fatal? tending 
to make any corruptions in Doctrine or Prac- 


tice quickly ſpread themſelves from-the head 


to the members, and from one part to ano- 
ther, over the whole body of the Chriſtian 
World, and to render them, - once they ob- 
tain'd, abſolutely incurable. Such an Empire, 
therefore, could never be deſign'd by God; as 
the diverſity of Languages, uſually attended 


with 


* Sherlock of Prov. and Rev. examin'd with Candur. 


as to Chiiſt, every knee muſt bow. And fo little 


Cem. as ts oc od. ot. we od > A CLS > 


(7) 

with a like diverſity of Genius, and Manners, 
and Inclinations, concurs to make it not only 
difficult, but, in the preſent circumſtances of 
things, utterly impracticable. And, for my 
own part, I could ſooner believe, that if God 
had intended the Union of all Mankind under 
one viſible eccleſiaſtical Head, he would have 
prepar'd the way to it, by bringing them back 
again to one Language, than that he hath ac- 
tually defign'd there ſhould be any ſuch uni- 
verſal government in the Church, when it 
would unavoidably produce ſuch a dreadful 
train of Evils, never yet did take place, and 
never will, while Men are divided by fo many 
different tongues, and different forms of civil 
Government. Could we, indeed, once ſee 
the eldeſt Heir in a direct Line from Noab ac- 
| knowledg'd abſolute Sovereign of all the Coun- 
tries and Regions of the Earth, which accor- 
ding to the wiſe Scheme of ſome men, is his 
undoubted Right as ſoon as he can be found; 
we might then allow it to be a proper time for 
the Pope to put in for the care and government 
of all the Souls in this mighty Empire, each of 
theſe two having, by this means, his proper 
portion: till then the Right in one caſe will 
by impartial perſons be eſteem'd full as ground- 
tefs, as the Fact in the other is viſionary. 

THe two great Branches of Chriſt's regal 
Office are Legiſlation, or a power of making 
Laws, and the Diſtribution of rewards and pu- 


niſhments. 


E 


niſhments. | And in both theſe he hath no 2 


equal or partner. 
THe Lord Jeſus is our Laugiver, and his 


Law is perfect. No man may preſume to add 


to it, or diminiſh from it, without uſurping, 


or diſclaiming his authority. Nothing can be 
more deciſive than the concluding words of 


St. Matthew's Goſpel, containing an account 
of our Saviour's laſt Commiſſion to his Apoſtles 
before he left the world: And Feſus ſpabe unto 
them, ſaying, all power 1s given unto me in 
heaven and on earth ; go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt *; teaching them to objerve all 
things whatſoever I have commanded you: and 
h am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world. I am with you to protect, afliſt, 
and reward you, to confirm your Doctrine and 
bleſs your Labours ; but then tis on this con- 
dition, that you keep cloſe to the inſtructions 
which I have given you, and deliver nothing 


as a part of Chriſtianity, but what you have 


receiv d from me, teaching them to obſerve all 
things whatfoever I have commanded you . The 
character given of Moſes, that he was faithful 
in all his Houſe, as a ſervant, does very juſtly 


belong to the Apoſtles of our Lord, who were 


exceeding careful not to paſs beyond their rule, 


not requiring any thing for which they had 


not Chriſt's Authority. Of this we have a 
moſt 


Matt. xxvili. 18, 19, 20. 


„„ 
moſt remarkable inſtance in the Apoſtle Paul, 
whoſe exactneſs in diſtinguiſhing betwixt what 
was the reſult of his ow: Thoughts, and what 
he had by Revelation, cannot be ſufficiently 
commended. I ſpeak this by Permiſſion, 
and not of Commandment, 1 Cor. vii. 6. to 
the married I command, yet not IJ, but the 
Lord, v. 10. to the reſt ſpeak J, not the Lord, 
v. 12. But now, they that pretend to be Suc- 
ceſſors of the Apoſtles have not diſcover'd the 
fame Scrupuloſity. It would have been much 
more for their own Credit, and for the Inte- 
reſt of Chriſtianity, if they had. The Peace 
of the Chriftian Church had not then been 
diſturb'd, the Purity of its Doctrine defil'd, 
and the Simplicity of its Worſhip corrupted by 

| endleſs Innovations: Nor would an Aſſembl 
of Chriſtian Biſhops (as the Popiſh Council of 
Trent hath done; calling themſelves at the fame 
time holy and æcumenical) have impudently de- 
clar d that the Oral Traditions of their Church 
were by them receiv'd, with the ſame pious 

Affection and Reverence, as the written Word 

| of God; and eſtabliſh'd ſuch Decrees, and 

with ſuch Sanctions, as render it doubtful, at 

beſt, whether they have not incurr'd that Ana- 
thema of the Apoſtle Paul, againſt any man 
that ſhould preach any other Goſpel than that 

which he had preach'd*. Making more neceſ- ll 

gary to Salvation than the facred Writers have 1 

done, and ſuch things too as evidently contta- 1 

. | Gal. i. 8, 9. 


1 — 


. 
dict the Truths taught by them, is ſo much 
like preaching. another Goſpel, that. conſi- 
dering Perſons will not think themſelves to 


bed half the reaſon to be afraid of their mul- 
tiplied, but canſeleſs Curſes, that theſe holy 


Fathers had to dread that lingle one of the in- 


ſpired Apoſtle. It were much to be wiſh'd, 

that none who have the name of Proteſtants 
would ever follow the pernicious ways of the 

Romaniſts in this reſpect; and by ſo doing give 


_ occaſion for the way of Truth to be evil ſpo- 
ken, of, But, alas! where's the Party that 


hath not been guilty 1 in ſome degree? Nor let 


any think to come off by ſaying, they only 


interpret the Laws of Chriſt, and take them 
out of their generality, that they may become 
more, uſeful by being diſtinctly ated and ex- 
plain d; fince (beſides that no ſuch right of in- 
terpreting Scripture for others appears to be 
lodg'd with any one man or body of men, but 
 -the contrary ; and theſe pretended Interpreta- 
tions are many times new Laws, and ſuch too 
as make void the old) this preſumptuous 
« impoſing the Senſes of Men upon the Words 
of God, the ſpecial Senſes of Men on the 
general Words of God, and laying them upon 
Men's Conſciences together, under the equal 
penalty of Death and Damnation; this vain 
conceit that we can ſpeak of the. things of 
God better than in the words of God, this 
- deifying of our own Interpretations and ty- 
rannical . them upon others, this re- 


: * training 
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(11) 


ſtraining the Ward of God from that Lati- 


tude and Generality, and the Underftandings 
of Men from that Liberty, wherein Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles left them, is (as the great 
« Chillingworth obſerves) the only fountain of 
© all the Schiſms of the Church, and that 


* which makes them immortal. Take away 


* theſe walls of Separation, and all will quick- 
ly be one“. CE 
THe other Branch of Chriſt's kingly Power 
is difpenſing Rewards and Puniſhments. The 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 


Judgment, with the Execution of it, o the 
Son, Who then art thou that judgeſt another 


Man's Sergant ? to his own Maſter he N 
or falleth -g. One is our Maſter, even Chrift || ; 
before whoſe Fudgment-Seat we muſt all ap- 
pear, that we may receive every one according 


to the things done in his BodyF. Let us, there. 
fore, judge nothing before the time until the 
Lord come, who will bring to light the hid- 


den things of Darkneſs, and make manifeſt 
the Counſels of the Heart; and then ſball every 
man, who is worthy, have praiſe of God *®*. 


This fingle Conſideration ſhews, beyond all 


contradiction, that to cenſure and puniſh in 


matters of mere Conſcience, or ſuch as do not 
diſturb the publick Peace, is a power not fit to. 
be truſted with mortal men, unleſs theſe Coun-. 
fels of the Heart, theſe hidden things of Dark- 


Chilliagworth's ſafe Way. * a ; 
+ Rom. xiv. 4. Matt. xxiii. 8. 4 2 Cor. v. 10. 
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( 12) 
neſs, were known to them; which we are here 
told ſhall, not be brought to light till the day 
of final Account. There is need of ſome bet- 
ter Authority to ſupport the Claim of ſuch a 
Power, than any can be fetch'd from Rom. xvi, 
17. New I beſeech yau, mark them who cauſe 


| Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Doc- 


trine which you have learned; tho' a popiſh 


Commentator on this place * fancies that it re- 


commends a diligent Inquiſition after Here- 
ticks; the deſign of which notable Obſerva- 
tion we may ſuppoſe to have been to juſtify 
the Inquiſition praftis'd in the Church of Rome; 
where, for what they call Hereſy, that is, in 
truth, for worſhipping God only, and believ- 
ing no other things than thoſe which are con- 
tain'd in the holy Scriptures, a man is firſt 
thrown out of the Communion of the Church, 
then out of his Eſtate, and at laſt out of the 
World. Let all who thus freely deal out 
Death and Damnation to others, conſider the 
Doom of that Servant, who in his Lord's ab- 
ſence beat his Fellow-Servants; and whether, 
as their Guilt is much the ſame, they are not, 
without repentance, obnoxious to the ſame 


Puniſhment: The Lord of that Servant quill 


come in à day when he looketh not for bim, 
and in an hour when he is not aware, and 


will cut him in ſunder, and appoint him his 
portion 


® Facit hic locus pro obſervandis & inquirendis diligenter hereticis, 


ranquam hominibus noxiis &. Chriſtiane reipublica pernigioſs. 
Eſthius in Loc. ce d * P * hg 


— (OO hg tr Re 


1 
rtion with Unbelievers *. Having premis'd 
this ſhort Account of Chriſt's kingly Power, 
I now proceed, 


Secondly, To explain and prove the Decla- 
ration in the Text, that the Kingdom of Chriſt 


is not of this World. The meaning of which, 


every one will eaſily apprehend, is not that our 
Saviour's Kingdom is purely inviſible. The Head 
is ſo at preſent, through diſtance of place, but 
not the Body. Our bleſſed Lord hath an exter- 
nal Kingdom, in the world, tho' not of it, 
conſiſting of all thoſe perſons, whereſpever dif- 
pers'd, who own his Authority and live in 
obedience to it. This Kingdom is of the fame 
extent wath the viſible Church, and by what 
means ſoever a man is made a member of 


the one, by the ſame means he becomes a 


ſubject of the other, It may be call'd external, 
becauſe it is ordinarily ſubject to the notice and 
examination of our. Senſes, as other things in 
the World are. The Subjects of this King- 
dom, the Miniſters of it, its Laws and Ord. 


nances, are all viſible. We every day converſe. 


with thoſe who paſs under the name of Chri- 
ſtians, and do many things, which are by them 
intended as Teſtimonies and Significations of 
their Faith in Chriſt, and Subjection to him. 
Baptiſm is an outward Rite by which the 
greater part of Chriſtian Profeſſors have been 
receiv d into that number, and laid under the 


ſolemn 


* Luke xii. 45, 46. 
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(44) © 
ſolemn Bonds of the Goſpel-Covenant, which 
Covenant many of them have farther renew'd 
by joining in the Obſervation of the Lord's- 
Supper, another external Inſtitution of Chriſt's 
Religion, and viſible Badge of his Diſciples. 
If any one, that is a ſtranger to the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, is deſirous of being better acquainted 
with it, let him look into the New Teſtament 
(which is not lock'd up from prying Eyes, as 
the Sibylline Oracles formerly were, unleſs a- 
mong the Paprſts, who have their reaſons for 
doing it) and he will there find an account of 
its Conſtitution, and of the Laws and Regula- 
tions by which it is govern'd. If he thinks fit, 
He may farther attend on the religious Aſſem- 
blies of Chriſtians; in ſome of which, tis to 
be hoped, he will ſee the Worſhip of God per- 
formed, according to the Rules laid down in 
this facred Book, and hear thoſe, whoſe pe- 
-culiar Office it is, preach the Goſpel of the 
Kingdom, and explain and enforce the Duties 
incumbent upon all that acknowledge Chriſt 
for their Lord. So that the City of God isa 
City upon a Hill, which cannot be hid. The 


Church is a viſible Society, and a great part of 


Religion external. | 
Ap yet by the Viſbility of the Church we 
are not to underſtand, that the moſt faithful 
Followers of Chrift, the beſt and ſoundeſt part 
of his Church, have always been the greateſt 
number, and made fo conſiderable a figure in 
every age, as to draw the eyes of all the world 


upon 


and when they have done, make the very few- 


upon them. On the contrary, the Scripture 


plainly ſpeaks of a grand Apoſtacy, under which 


the Woman. (by whom is. figuratively repre- 
ſented the true Church) ſhould flee into the Wils 
derneſs*, And therefore tis a very filly queſtion 


which is ſo often, and with ſo much triumph, 


aſk'd us, Where was your Church before Luther? 
They have been told that our Religion was in 
the Bible, where that part of theirs which is 


peculiar and characteriſtical will never be found. 


And as many as adhered to the Profeſſion and 


Practice of this Religion (as, thanks be to God, 


there were never wanting ſome that did, and 


more, we have reaſon to think, than Hiſtory 
gives an account of) they were by far the moſt 
valuable, when they were not the moſt power- 
ful, part of the Chriſtian Church; and to theſe 
(the ſmaller their number, the greater their ho- 
nour) we reckon it our Glory and Happineſs 
to ſucceed. With juſt the ſame reaſon, as the 
Papiſts put the fore-mention'd queſtion, might 


the Worſhippers of Baal in Elijab's time have 


aſk'd the Worſhippers of the true God, Where 
7s your Church now? The ſum of the Argument 
land 'tis a very ſhrewd one) is in ſhort this: 
The fame men, by unjuſt Reſtraints, cruel 
Perſecutions, and a thouſand wicked Arts, firſt 
of all thin the number of the true Profeſſors 


of the Goſpel, and fo terrify the reſt, that few 


have the courage to join themſelves to them ; 


neſs 


— 


Rev. xii. 6. 
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"Chriſtendom, as they 


„J) 
neſs of thoſe that openly profeſs the Truth 


(of which they themſelves are the principal 


Cauſe) an Objection, and Reproach againſt 


them. It muſt be own'd to be no fault of 


theirs, that they have not carried this argu- 
ment to a Demonſtration in all the parts of 
have dohe in France, 
where the Proteſtants are almoſt reduc'd to a 


State of Inviſibility. Not to ſtay any longer 


on this: the Kingdom of our Saviour is not of 
this World in the ſeveral reſpects following; 
omitting others that might be named. 

1. IT is not of this World in its Original. 
80 our Saviour himſelf explains it in the end of 
the Verſe, My Kingdom is not from hence. It 


did not ſpring from -the Earth, like other 
Kingdoms. This is the new Feruſalem, de- 
ſcending out of heaven from God; of which 
we may fay, as of that City, we yet farther 


look for, that its Maker and Builder is God. 
It did not take its riſe from human Compacts 
and Agreements, but from the Appointment of 


God; neither was it at firſt ſettled by human 


Means, but by a divine Hand. This is pro- 


bably one reaſon of its being fo often ſtyled 


the Kingdom of Heaven, and the Kingdom of 
God. Thus Daniel, having deſcrib'd the Suc- 
ceſſion of the four Monarchies, repreſented by 


the ſeveral parts of the great Image in Nebu- 


chadnezzar's Dream, comes at laſt to ſpeak of 


another Kingdom, which the God of Heaven 
ſhould ſet up, and which was therefore aptly 


figur'd 


2 


fa 


is, the Power of the Popes) augmented as 


(17). 


figur d by the Stone cut out of the Mountain 


without hands, Dan. ii. 44,45. for ſo did the 


Goſpel prevail and triumph by the influence 
of an inviſible Power, which attended it in fo 
wonderful a manner, as to ſhew, that the eſta- 


bliſhment of Chriſtianity was the ſole work 


of God. | | 
Bur, now, ſhould we aſk the ſame queſtion 
concerning the Papal Hierarchy as our Saviour 


does about the Baptiſm of John, Was it from 


Heaven or of Men? the Subjects of that Ty- 
ranny will be ſure to fay, from Heaven, be- 


cauſe they are told fo, and dare not ſay other- 


wiſe, But they who have more diligently in- 
quir'd into its Original, have proy'd that it 
was of Men, if it had not a more ſcandalous Pe- 


digree-; that the Craft and Knavery of the 


Biſhops of Rome, working upon the Folly, 
Weakneſs, and Vices of Princes, and aſſiſted 


by the Ignorance and Diſtractions of the Times, 


was the foundation of that monſtrous Power 
which the Man of Sin by degrees poſſeſs d him- 
ſelf of. In a Hiſtory dedicated to Pope Cle- 
ment VII. and wrote at his command before 
his advancement to that See, the* Author hath 
the honeſty and courage to take notice that the 
Emperor having quitted Rome to hold his reſi- 
dence at Conſtantinople, the Roman Empire be- 
gan to decline, but the Church of Rome 2 

aft. 


2. In reſpect. of the End and Deſign of its 
Eſtabliſhment, the Kingdom of Chriſt is not 
* Machiavel's Hiſtory of Florence. | | 


* 
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>, > 2 Cor. i. 12, 


1 
of the World: being intended for the reco- 
vering of Mankind from the kingdom of Dark. 
neſs, that is, from Ignorance, Error, Super- 


ſtition, and Vice, by which they are too 
often led captive, and for their Re- union with 


God as their Almighty Sovereign, and chief 
Good, for the perfecting of the Saints in Know- 


ledge, Charity, and Holineſs, and making 
them partakers of a Felicity unſeen and eternal. 


3 


And the Means employ'd are ſuitable to the 
End, viz. A Syſtem or Collection of Doctrines, 
Precepts, and Promiſes admirably adapted to 


reform the Life, to purify the Heart, to exalt 


the Affections, and reſtore the Will to its true 
Liberty; together with a very great Simplicity 
and Spirituality of divine Worſhip, Prayer, 
Preaching the Word, and Adminiſtration of 
the Sacraments: which we may conceive to 
be another reaſon of its being ſtyl'd the Kng- 


dom of Heaven, ſince as it is from Heaven, ſo 


it hath a viſible tendency to raiſe men 7 
Heaven, and was deſign'd for this very purpoſe. 
Agreeable to all this, the #7/dom which the 
Subjects of this Kingdom are to learn, and go- 
yern themſelves by, in a more eſpecial manner 
the Minifters of it, is not carnal and worldly. 
Such was not the Wiſdom of our Lord him- 
ſelf, or of his Apoſtles, Who had their Conver- 
ſation in the world in Simplicity and godly Sin— 
cerity, not with fieſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace if 
God *. They renoanced the hidden things of 


Diſhoneſty, not walking in Craftineſs, and 


Were 


(99 
were ſtrangers to the crooked Politicks that 
have generally been in faſhion, not having 
any low, much leſs wicked, Deſigns to ſerve, 
which requir'd ſuch management. Can this 
be ſaid of all that have adminiſter'd the Affairs 
of the Redeemer's Kingdom ſince that, parti- 
cularly of the Romiſh Polity and Politicians? 


have their Views been thus remote from the 


_ Spirit of the World? try them by this teſt. 


For what end was Popery ſet up, but to gra- 
tify the Pride, Avarice, and Ambition of: the 
Clergy and their Retainers? to be the inſtru- 


ment of getting Wealth and Power into their 


hands? what other Views have all the peculiar 
Doctrines of that Antichriſtian Church? In 
every age, there have been men of corrupt 


Minds, who have gone upon the ſappoſition 


that Gain is Godlineſs : but never were there 
ſuch flagrant inſtances of this as in the Church 
of Rome, where even Vows of Poverty are 


only a more conceal'd Art of getting Money. 
| Pardons and Indulgences are ſome of the Mer- 


chandiſe of ſpiritual Babylon, and ſo are the 


Souls of Men, the Salvation of which ſhe o- 


penly ſets to ſale; and when this Trade ſhall 


fail, and no man ſhall buy her Merchandiſe 
any more, it cannot be wonder'd, i the Mer- 


chants of theſe things, that were made rich by 


| her, mourn and lament over her, ſaying, alas, 
alas] that great City, that was clothed in fine 


Linen and Purple, and deck'd with Gold and 


precious Stones! for in one Hour is ſo great 


\ Riches come to-nought x. You thall hear no ſuch 


Rev. xvii. 11—16. C2 7 generous 
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generous Offer from the Church of Nome, as 
that in the Prophet, Ho every one that thirfteth 
come ye to the Waters, and he that bath no Mo- 
ney come ye, buy and eat, yea come and buy 
Wine and Mili without Money and without 
Price. No Money, no Indulgence, you muſt 
either ſuffer or pay, lie in Purgatory if you are 
not bought out; which is the Ground of that 
Saying, that there is no Conſolation for the 
Poor.: whereas, paying your Fees, which have 
been ſettled in the Pope's Chancery, you may 
have Abſolutions, Diſpenſations, and what not, 


By ſuch Methods tis almoſt incredible what 
advantage they haye made of the Credulity of 


the People, and thoſe vain Terrors which they 


had rais'd in their Minds ; how rich one part 


of the World was grown, and how poor the 


other. King Richard I. in an Aſſembly of the 


Biſhops of this Kingdom could not forbear tel- 
ling them with tears in his eyes, that he was 

an unfortunate Wretch and no King ; that Te 
Revenues of his Kingdom were crumbled into 
infinite Parcels, of which the leaſt part came 
to his Share, and that they were poſſeſs d by 
Monks and Canons of ſeveral Orders. And 
how came they into poſſeſſion of them, but 


chiefly by making people believe that there is 


ſuch a place as Purgatory, where the Souls of 


Men are little leſs miſerable, for the time, 


than in Hell itſelf; that they were Keepers of 


ide Priſon, and by their Prayers and Maſſes 


could 


* Mon: Gervas wakes by F Simox in his Hiſt. of n 


Revenucg. 


bs 
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could help men out . What are their Prayers 
in- an unknown Tongue, making it a crime 
for people to examine and judge for themſelves, 


and denying them the free uſe of theScriptures? 


What are theſe, but the Arts they put in prac- 
tice to keep Men in Ignorance, and thereby 
in a ſlaviſh Dependance upon the Prieſt, and 
blind Attachment to their Church? 
May we not, without breach of Charity, 


add that, among Proteſtants, whoever make 


the Chriſtian Religion, or any part of it, an 
Engine of State, ſeem rather to miſtake, or 
not duly conſider, the Nature of Chriſt's King- 
dom ; and not to have the promoting the true 


Intereſt of Religion ſo much at heart as they 


ſhould ; but alſo, if not chiefly, ſome other 
Intereſt which they dare not avow ? For in- 
ſtance all Perſons muſt be kept out of Places 


of civil Truſt and Power, that will not take 


the Sacrament according to the Rites of the 


Church of England; if they think differently 
from the Church (by which the Perſons uſing 

this Language always mean their own particular 
Incloſure) they muſt not be admitted into the 


Magiſtracy . But why ſo? is it that the Advo—- 


15 
170 


cates for ſuch Teſts ſeriouſly believe, that the 
common Cauſe of Chriſtianity can no otherwiſe | 
be ſo well ſecur'd, as by ſetting this mark of 
15 | Infamy 

* The moſt common Form, in Deeds of Donation in favour 
of Monafter ies, was expreſs'd in theſe terms, IN. the Son of N. 


give to ſuch a Monaſtery ſuch and ſuch Goods, for the Remedy 
my * or of the — my Father or Mother. F. Simon's rl 


of Eccleſiaft. Revenues. 


+ Qui. ſeorſim ab Eccleſia ſentiunt, a Magiſtratu arcendo; cenſto, 


Kc. Lifle's Concig ad Synod. Oc. 1734-5. 
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Infamy upon their Diſſenting Brethren, and 
obliging thoſe in their own Church to receive 
the Sacrament, fit or unfit, inclin'd or averſe, 
as a Qualification for Preferment, or the Do- 
mination of a Party? Are the Motives that de- 
termine them in this Matter purely of a ſpiri- 
tual and religious kind, or taken from the 
things of this World? I am ſenſible, unleſs 
thoſe that are concern'd will put ſuch Queſ- 
tions to themſelves, 'tis to little purpoſe for 
others to aſk them. I ſhall therefore ſay no- 
thing farther but this, that as often as the End 
which Men openly or ſecretly propoſe in their 
Uſe of any Doctrine or Inſtitution of the Goſ- 
pel are ſecular, they ſo far contradict the great 
Deſign, for which the Kingdom of Chriſt was 
eſtabliſh'd ; and by mingling Heaven and Earth, 
Religion and fleſhly Wiſdom together, make a 
more heterogeneous Alliance, than the Gold 
and Braſs and Iron and Clay did ! in Nebuchad- 
nezzar's viſionary Image, 

Tur Kingdom of Chriſt with regard to 
the proper Method of tupporting and enlarging 
it, is not worldly, but ſpiritual ; viz. by Prayers 

to God, and Expoſtulations with Men, by the 
Manifeſtation of the Truth to every Man's 
Conſcience, by the Brightneſs of Evidence, 
the Beauty of Example, and the Allurements 
of Charity; by appealing to the Reaſon and 
Underſtanding of Men, convincing their Judg- 
ments, and thereby making way to their At- 
fections, patiently inſtructing the ignorant, 


reſtoring | thoſe that are eau 8 in the Spirit 
of 
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them as their Duty. 


were all the Wars, 
tions and publick Confuſions, that have ever 


hundredth part of thoſe, that have been caus d 
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of Meekneſs, and not only permitting, but en- 
couraging Perſons to ſearch the Scriptures, and 
judge for themſelves: nay, not barely encou- 
raging them to do this, but preſſing it upon 
Chriſtianity was never 
intended to be propagated by the Sword. Men 
are not to be driven but invited into the Fold: 

nor, in caſe of differences ariſing among Chri- 
ſtians themſelves, in underſtanding their com- 
mon Rule, are they to be ended by Force and 
Coercion, by an unbending Authority, or by 


worldly Hopes and Fears. Fines and Impriſon- 


ments are Penalties for the civil Magiſtrate to 
inflict, and only in civil Caſes; not for the 
Church, whoſe Weapons ought to be of quite 
another kind. Nor ſhould any Member of the 
Chriſtian Church wiſh it in his power to re- 
venge himſelf upon all that have the Boldneſs 


to differ in Opinion from him and his party, 


or be ready to ſhew his diſpleaſure againſt them, 
as far as he 1s able, by hard Names, angry 
Threatnings, ſevere and raſh Cenſures, and 
endeavouring to injure them in their Reputa- 
tion or worldly Intereſts. 

Wu ar Apology then can be offer'd for the 
Church of Rome? concerning which a judicious 
Hiſtorian* hath made this Obſervation, that 
Maſlacres , Aſſaſſina- 


been in the World upon the account of Reli- 
gion, put together, they would not make a 


by 
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by the Papacy in the ſpace of fix hundred Years. 
This black Mark of Perſecution, cruel avowed 
Perſecution, is a ſhort Anſwer to all thoſe 
Notes cf the Church, by which Bellarmin at- 
tempts to prove the Roman to be the true 
Church, and the only Church deſerving that 
Title: there being hardly any thing that can 


argue a greater Degeneracy than this unchari- 


table, perſecuting Spirit, or that is a plainer 
Confeſſion of her having neither Scripture nor 


Reaſon on her fide. 8 | 
THe nearer Approaches any other Deno- 


mination of Chriſtians make to that Anti- 


chriſtian Church in this particular, the farther 
eff they depart from the Spirit of pure primi- 
tive Chriſtianity. When will Men learn tomake 
Sincerity the only Teſt of Religion? Not to be 


too forward and poſitive in determining againſt 


the Sincerity of their Fellow-Chriſtians, where 
there is no other Evidence of the want of it, 
than their not acknowledging the Truth or 
Importance of every favourite Notion of theirs? 


And leave the Puniſhment even of Inſincerity 
to the proper Perſon and Time? I would not 

overſtrain the Definition of Sincerity itſelf, as 

apprehend a certain Writer“ hath done, as if 


there muſt be 10 Prepoſſeſſion, no Biaſs, no 
Leaning to a fide, or there can be no Since- 


rity; for wherein then will Sincerity differ 
from Perfection? "Tis enough that a Man hath 


no prejudice inconſiſtent with a prevailing Love 


of the Truth; for this, in ſhort is what I un- 


derſtand 
Dr. Waterland's Importance, &c. p. 159. | 
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e 
derſtand by Sincerity, even ſuch a Love of the 
Truth, as engages Men to ſearch for it, as for 
hid Treaſure, and having found it, to lay it 


up in their Hearts, and to practiſe in all things 


reeably to it; or, in other words, a conſtant 
endeavour to know and do the Will of God. 
This, I will venture to ſay, is the only neceſ- 
fary Qualification of a faithful Subject in the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, the glorious Characte- 


riſtiek of every ſuch Perſon, that which ſecures 


the Profeflors of the Goſpel an infallible Title 
to the Favour and Approbation of their com- 
mon Lord, and ought therefore to recommend 
and endear them to one another. Nor ſhould: 
they be terrified with any Man's bare Affirma- 
tion, without proof, that ſomething more is 
neceſſary than Sincerity, that Perſons may have 
a Covenant-Right to Happineſs, that thoſe who 
are innocent in God's tight may ſtand only in 
Uncovenanted Mercy *. Strange indeed, that 
a Man ſhould be a true Chriſtian, and not in 
the Chriſtian Covenant! Nay, that he Is 
loſe his Covenant-Right to the Mercy of God, 
by taking that courſe, without which he could 
have 0 right to it at all! for that is really the 
caſe here. Being perſuaded of the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Revelation, the Perſons I am now 
ſpeaking of, are exceedingly thankful for it, 
and ſollieitous to conform their Faith and Prac- 
tice entirely to this unerring Standard. They 
are among the Hearers deſcribed by our bleſſed 
Saviour, who in an honeſt and good Heart 
Id. p. 126, | | | 
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bavi ng beard the Word, keep it, and bring forth 
fruit with patience ; and therefore, conſcious of 


their own Integrity, may ſafely defy all the emp- 
ty Terrors with which ignorant or deſigning 
Men endeavour to keep them from making a 
free uſe of their own Reaſon, and of the Word of 
God : Since 'tis impoſſible there ſhould be any 


danger, in reſpect of the favour of an infinite- 
ly wiſe Being, in examining freely, and judg- 


g uprightly. In the Notion of godly Since- 
rity is included not barely a Right, but (unleſs 


in ſome peculiar Circumſtances) an Obligation 


to enquire and judge and determine every Man 
for himſelf, and then to profeſs and a& accor- 


ding to that Judgment. He that inquires after 


Truth, is in a better condition, tho' he miſſes 
it, than another who comes into poſſeſſion of 
it by accident; unleſs (as my * Lord Falkland 
fays wittily) the Church be like a Conjurer's 
Circle, that will keep a Man from the Devil, 


tho he came into it by chance. According to 


the Obſervation of another excellent Judge of 
Men and Things, It is much more eaſy to 
* bear with a groſs Error in any one who brings 
* with him a Mind diſpoſed to hearken to the 
* Meaning of God, than with the plaineſt 
* Truths of another who aims at impoſing his 
© own Senſe on his Neighbour : for he that 
* poſſeſſesthe Truth after this manner, hath ob- 
* tain'd her by mere accident, not by a law- 


ful and _ Poſſeſſion, reſulting from the 
t 


divine Gift by means of a regular Inveſtigation. 
72 55 
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© Such a Man poſſeſſes her; but not as ſtand- 


ing on her own foundation, but on a ſtrange 
and borrow'd one; which is ſo contrary to 


her Genius, that ſhe will never continue 


* 


where ſhe is thus impriſoned, but extrica- 
© ting herſelf from hence, will betake herſelf 
to ſome free Country, where, as in a fair 


A 


Field, ſhe can be at liberty to make uſe of 


her own weapons *. | 

 ImposING on others in Matters of Religion 
is ſo very oppoſite to the Nature of Chriſtia- 
nity, as a rational Inſtitution, of Man as a free 


 felf-determining Agent, and of all acceptable 


Religion as a voluntary Service, that whoever 
do it had need produce the moſt evident De- 
monſtration to juſtify them. Let us ſee very 
briefly by what the Practice can be ſupported. 
Tnfallibility is ſuch a ſhameleſs Pretence, hath 


ſo little Foundation in Scripture, in Tradition, 
and in the Reaſon of the thing; and is ſo very 
_ contrary to all Appearances, to the Characters 


of the Perſons, who, by thoſe that believe the 
thing, are 8 agreed to have ſome ſhare 


of it, if not the whole (I mean the Popes of 


Rome, the vileſt Species of Men, for a long 
Succeſſion of them, that ever were) to the 
ſtupid Interpretations of Scripture F, and fooliſh 
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1 Vizenbogart in a Letter to the cited Remonftrants at the 
Synod of Dort. Vide Brandt's Hiſtory of the Reformation, &. 


WK ; | 
f Of all Men the Pretenders to Infallibility have ſucceeded 
moſt unhappily in expounding Scripture. Fallible Interpreters 
have often given a moſt ſurprizing light to obſcure and difficult 
Paſſages, and, one may venture to ſay, have certainly found our 


their 
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and hurtful Do#rines that have flow'd from 
this Fountain: I ay Infallibility, upon theſe 
and other Accounts is ſuch a ſhameleſs Pre- 
tence, and. hath moreoyer been ſo often, and 
ſo well expoſed, that ſome of the Papiſts them- 
ſelves are aſham'd of it. One of them parti. 
cularly, a Champion of their Church, frankly 
owns, that this ſame Infallibility is an untor- 
tunate Word, and wiſhes that it were forgot- 
ten, or at leaſt laid afide*. And indeed Infal- 
libility it ſelf, as long as the Proof of it is only 
probable, will not anſwer the End for 3 
they have recourſe to it, viz. that the Faith 


4 * 
4 * 


of Chriſtians may be a divine Faith, which 


- 


they fay it cannot be, if the Evidence it reſts 


on be only probable; as the Evidence, accordin 


to them, can be no more than probable, 


\ 
* 


s own. Faith, immediately from the Scrip 
tures, But now, where's. the mighty Difte- 
rence, if in this fundamental Queſtion, whe- 
ther. there be any ſuch infallible Guide ap- 


WIS ord = ho ee - DOR, 
their true Senſe. While the infallible Interpreters havr in- 


Mee that are-fallible are left to dra every one 


_ fallibly in the wrong, in expounding the plajneſt Places. Two 


or three Inſtances may ſerve by way of Specimen. Pope Bonj- 
face VIII. 59 Supremacy from Gen. i. 1. In the Beginni 

God created the Heaven and the Earth ; therefore the Pope hath 
power in Temparals and Spirituals; unleſs you will ay with the 
Manichees that there are two Ptinciples. Exod. xxii. 28. Thos 
Halt not revile the Gods, nor curſe the Ruler of thy People. See 


_ © plain Proof of the Dignity of the Prieſthood, for the Law of 


God here ſetting Prieſts before Kings, calls. them Gods and the 
others Princes. Would one think that the Power of the Pop 

ſhould be forerold in thoſe Words, All King, ſhall fall down be- 
fore him, all Nations ſhall ferve him ? Pſ. lxxii. 11. And yet the 
Council of Lareray have given us their Authority for it, thai 


this is the mg eng of that Place. 


* Creſy in his faichful Narration, Ge. 
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pointed, (not ta inſtance in ſeveral other 
pond 


Queſtions) fallible 5 are to be de- 


termin d by their 1 Jud Spec of 12 Na- 


ture and Weight of the Prook: s. brought for the 


Armas: Of this particular Truth, if it be 


they cannot be more certain, win 
ba Ce tile Guide, than we are, or may be, 


of all, the neceſſary Truths of Chiitianity 


And, if not certain of this, their Belief of 11 
fallibility cannot render them more certain of 


other things; fince the SuperſtruQture can have 


P o grearer firmnek and Rability. than is in the | 
0 


undation. But what if we ſhould be fo 


good-humour d to grant them, what they will 
never be able to prove, that an infallible i 


might be had of the Infallibility of ſome 
2 — in the Church of Nome; even this 
would not do, unleſs we were farther aſſur d 
2 our infallible Guides would. not, or could 
IF Wag 1 lead us wrong; being * 10 

% boneſt, as, in defiance of all T 
bo lng to remain faithful to their Truſt; or 


W- fo repay overruled hy a ſuperior Inſſucuce, 


as, contrary to their own Inclinations, and the 


Views, of 63 and Power, which ſway d 


them in all their other Actions, to ſpeak the 


Tuch, the whole Truth, and nothing but the 
Truth, And for both theſe, the leaſt ecurity 


4 ird is the Gift of Miracles — 4 
to that of Infall;bx/ity. And it muſt. be con- 
ſeſs d, one of the Notes of the true Church given 


by the Rowanifts is the Glory of Miracles: On- 


ly, there * this double migfortune, that the 
Miracles 
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Miracles of that Church do not very well an- 
wer the Character of divine Miracles, which, 
being intended to manifeſt the Truth of ſome- 
thing . elſe, are very manifeſt themſelves : 
whereas theirs have all the Marks of Fraud 


and Impoſture upon them; and were they ne- 


ver ſo real and great, would not have weight 
enough to balance ſuch a prodigious maſs of 
Abſurdities and Contradictions as that Religion 
is compos'd of. ff 

To renounce Infallibility, and at the ſame 


time hold faſt the Claim of Authority, or a 


Right to require Subſcription to any number 
of Articles in words of Mens deviſing; is no 
better than raiſing a mighty Building upon the 
Sand. Tis laying a burthen on the necks of 


Chriſt's Diſciples, more inſupportable to think- 


ing and ingenuous Minds, than that Yoke of 
legal Ceremonies which the Apaſtle Peter faith, 


neither they nor their Fathers were able to 


bear. Tis challenging a Power, as it may 


| chance, to depoſe and perſecute the Truth, 


and eſtabliſh Error in its room; the leaſt ha- 
zard of which ought not to be run, without 
the moſt uncommon neceſſity: and fo much 
the rather, as eſtabliſh'd Forms are more eaſi- 
I introduced, than, after they have been con- 


ſecrated by length of time, they are removd 
again, or to be revis d and alter d, whatever 


Occafion' there be for it. To argue for ſuch 


an Authority from the Uſefulneſs of it, amounts 


to this extravagant Aſſertion, That the happieſt 
Conſtitution of the Church, is that which 


the 
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the moſt ax parent Tendency to promote the 
Growth of Ignorance, Uncharitableneſs, and 
Hypocriſy ; which, when they ſpring from 


a blind Regard to Church- Authority, are rather 


to be choſen than. Freedom of Enquiry attended 
with Probity of Mind, Charity, and an en- 
creaſe of divine Knowledge. I mention this 
laſt, becauſe more Knowledge may reaſonably 
be expected where every Man is invited to ex- 
amine things and ſee with his own Eyes, than 
where the buſineſs of examining and determi- 
ning, or rather of determining without exa- 
mining, is devoly'd upon a few. In Societies 
erected for the advancement of the Sciences 


this is the method taken, in which there are 


as many Judges as there are Members, and no 
Authority is admitted but that of Reaſon and 
Experience. - And why a like Method ſhould 


not be proper for the right Underſtanding the 


Book of Scripture as well as that of Nature, I 
cannot imagine. 'The Plea, that the Church 
does not define any of theſe Queſtions as ne- 
ceſſary to be believ'd, either Neceſſitate Medii, 
or Neceſſitate Præcepti, that they are not Arti- 
cles of Faith or Aſſent, but only of Peace or 
Union * will do but little ſervice. In the 
Prophet's Language, the Bed is ſhorter than 
that a Man can ſtretch himſelf upon it, and 
the Covering narrower than that he can wrap 
himſelf in it. One can hardly forbear obſer- 
ving, that if theſe Articles are not impos'd as 
neceſſary to be behev'd, Neceſſitate Medii, in 
* Bp Bramhall and others. Vid. Chillingworth's Life, 


the Compilers have not been very happy in ex- 


which our Lord hath 
lowers; of which, this of finding out the Truth, 


— 


| order to Sabvation, yet the fubſeribing + is 
iſing the Mi-. 


2 nedeſſary Qualification for exerci 
niſterial Office in the Church: beſides which, 


it might be farther remark d, that if theſe Ar. 


ticles were pp deſign d as Articles of - Peace, 


preſſing their Meaning, having made choice of 
Words that feem to imply the quite Wa 
But paſſing over theſe things, methinks, all 

that are ging their being impos d as Articles 
of Faith, ſhould reckon them no little Hard- 


ſhip under the notion of Articles of Peace, and 
to 1 a real Violation of that Peace, which 


they are intended to ſecure. For what is the 
Peace of the Church, but every Man's enjoy- 
ing unmoleſted all thoſe Rights and Franchiſes 
bequeath'd to his Fol- 


and defending it in the beſt manner we are able, 
is one. And how any Man, who judges it un- 


lawful to ſubſcribe to the Truth of certain Opi- 


nions, can be ſatisfied to promiſe that he wil 
not at any time and contradict them, is, 
I confeſs, a thing beyond my Comprehenſion. 
So far am I from — Fry by any thing 


which a learned Divine hath ſaid, og: barely 
propagating. his Sentiments can make a Man a 


Hcretiek, and a wickeder Man than he would 


elſe have been ; ſinee, after a ſober Debate 
of the Matter with himſelf, he may verily 


think 


Articles ha it was 88 the avoiding the 


Diverfitirs of Opinions, and for the ſtabliſhing of Conſent 
touching true Religion. | 
+ Dr. Waterland's Importance, p. 114. and 147. 


A 


TIN | 3 
think it his Duty openly to vindicate his Opi- 
nions, and may do it in a modeſt and chriſtian. 
manner. Suppoſe him miſtaken, yet his Guilt: 


in oppoſing the Truth, under the notion of 


Error, cannot be ſo great as acting in direct 
Contradiction to his Conſcience would be: one 
is like aſſaulting a Friend, believing him to be an 
Enemy, for which we are heartily ſorry as ſoon 
as we come to know it; the other is knowing- 
ly deſerting one whom we judge to be a Friend, 
out of Cowardice, or ſome worſe Principle, 
the Crime of which is not at all leſſened by its 
afterwards appearing that he was really an 
Enemy, but unknown to be ſuch; and then 


whether the Opinions impos dd are conſider'd 


as Articles of Faith, or only of Peace, the 
Temptation is much the ſame which they lay 
Men under, to ſhut their eyes that they may 
be able to go blindfold, where they could not, 
or not without a great deal of Fear and Reluc- 
tance, with their Eyes open. 
SOMETIMES to juſtify their hard Uſage of 
thoſe that will not ſubmit to their Dictates, 
the Friends to Impoſition alledge, as the Reaſon 
of it, the Certainty on their fide, and the Per- 
ver ſeneſs and Obſtinacy on the other. The 
* Church, ſay they, is morally certain in what 


£ 


© ſhe proves We pretend not to impoſe 


4 


Articles of Faith in an arbitrary manner 
We require no Man to receive them for true 


; becauſe they are ours, but becauſe they carry 


0 


7 Warterland's Importance, &c. p. 184. 
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their Evidences along with them, and will 


* bear examining. And whereas it may be 


* faid, that the Proteſtant Churches, however, 
* do determine before-hand, that every Perſon 
* upon Examination ought to find theſe things 


© true, which they have form'd into Creeds 


or Articles; tis own'd that they do fo, as to 


the main things at leaſt, and where is the 


* harm? it is no more than preſuming that 
there are ſome things ſo certain, that the 
* Reaſon of Mankind ought to ſubmit to them, 
* and that thoſe things which they have de- 
* fin'd are of that kind *” This, and more to 
the like effect, is their Apology for themſelves, 
In anſwer to which, tis obvious to obſerve, 
that tho Men cannot poſſibly be miſtaken in 
what they really prove, yet nothing more com- 
mon than to be fo, in thinking they prove a 


thing when they do not; that Confidence very 


often ſhews the Man, and not the Cauſe, and that 
there ought to be ſome plain Criteria to mark 
the Diſtinction between thoſe main thing: 
which the Church is morally certain of, judges 
neceſſary to be believ'd, and hathprov'd to be ſo, 
and others in which ſhe is not ſo poſitive. But 
paſſing by this, let Men be as certain as they. 
pleaſe of the Truth of their Notions, does it 
therefore neceſſarily follow that theſe Notions 
muſt appear, with the ſame Certainty, to all 
unprejudic'd Underſtandings, in whatever Light 
they are ſeen? The very Nature of ſome Fruths 
might convince them of the contrary, the Evi- 


dence of which not ariſing out of the things 


* Ibid. p. 196. 8 them; 
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themſelves, like Propoſitions in Mathematicks, 
but from external Revelation, the Proofs drawn 


from thence may ſometimes be fo balanc'd by 
Objections both from Reaſon and Scripture, 


that 'tis no wonder if all honeſt Minds, neither 
having the ſame Capacity, nor being plac'd in 
the ſame Circumſtances, are not alike affected by 


them. Now, unleſs the Impoſers were as cer- 


tain that all fincere Perſons muſt be of their 
mind, as they are that they themſelves are in 
the right, they ought to be more moderate and 
reſerv'd in their Cenſures of thoſe, whoſe Creed 
does not conſiſt of all the fame Articles that 
theirs does; and ſhould not be too forward 
to enlarge the Liſt of Fundamentals, in which, 
without the Gift of diſcerning Spirits, they 
may eaſily be miſtaken, In a word, that 
every Perſon ought to examine, will be readily 
granted ; but that every Perſon, upon Exami- 
nation, ought to find thoſe things true, which 
any Church hath ſeen fit to form into Creeds 
or Articles, will, I doubt, hardly paſs for Senſe, 
ſince after Examination they can find things 
no otherwiſe than they appear, the Aſſent or 
Diſſent of the Mind, a previous Enquiry being 
ſuppos'd, not depending upon its own choice. 
Trae moſt plauſible Pretence of all is the 
Peace of the Church ; which 'tis faid is diſturb'd 
and violated by a Diverſity of Opinions in Re- 
ligion : for theſe produce /eparate Communions, 
and ſeparate Communions deſtroy Peace and 


Unity. But why then are not the Terms of 


Communion framed with a greater Latitude, 
5 that 


Kan) 
that no ſerious peaceable Chriſtian, if poſlible, 
may be excluded? Or if thoſe of any particular 


Communion judge every thing in that Com- 


munion to be well-order'd, and that they are 
oblig'd in Conſcience to conform to it and de- 
fend it, by all means, let them be Maſters of 
their own Conduct; but let them withal re- 
member, that others: may think differently of 
the ſame things, and of their Daty with regard 
to them, who ought not therefore to be judg'd 
and concluded by their Conſcience. | Not join- 
ing in external Communion, out of a Principle 
of Conſcience, with thoſe from whom a Man 
differs in his Opinion of the Truth of ſome 
things i impos'd and profeſs'd, and the Lawful- 
neſs of other things practis d, in that Com- 
munion, is really joining or agreeing with all 
the ſincere Members of that Communion, in 
what is of much greater moment, than exter- 
nal Communion can be; even in followin 
what he apprehends to be the Truth, and 
keeping a good Conſcience. This he does in 
ſefarating from ſuch a particular Communion, 
as they do by continuing in it. So that what- 
ever Differences there are between them, they 
are united in the Bond of Integrity, which | 1s 
that which holds all the faithful Followers and 
Subjects of Chriſt together, and not a Unity f 
Opinion, or Uniformity in Modes of Worſhip. 
From hence I infer, that ſince there may be 
the ſame Integrity in Perſons of different Com- 
munions, there ought to be mutual Charity; 
and that they who mals it their Buſineſs to 


poſſeſs 
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1 
poſſeſs ſuch Perſons with Prejudices againſt 
each other, do not take the way to promote 
the Intereſts of Chriſt's Kingdom. Ont 


4. Ovx Saviour's Kingdom did not inter- 
fere with the Kingdoms of #h:s World, None 


were deprivd of their Dominions to make 
room for it; nor did he teach Doctrines dan- 
gerous to the Civil Government; his Title was 
not inconſiſtent: with the Titles of earthly 
Princes; nor his Rights with theirs; nor the 
Power that was given him with any lawful 
Power exerciſed by them over their Subjects. 
Inſtead of overturning their Thrones he con- 
firm'd them, and was fo far from diſcharging 
Subjects of their Allegiance to their lawful Go- 
vernors, that he made it their Duty to obe 

for Conſcience fake, declin'd intermeddling in 
Controverſies of a temporal nature, ſaying, 
Who hath made me a Fudge, or a Divider over 
you? and tho” he was a King, would not be 


* oclaim'd ſo to the World till after he had 


eft it, that the Jets might have no Occaſion 


to miſtake in the Nature of his Kingdom, nor 
the Romans have any jealouſy upon the account 
of it. Herod needed not have been ſo much 
alarm'd at the birth of Jeſus, as to make a 
ſlaughter of the Children of Bethlehem, in 
hopes he would have been cut off among the 
reſt, if he had had a right Notion of the 


Meſſiah's Kingdom, and could have foreſeen 


what ſort of King Jeſus would have prov'd. 
Nor had the Romans the leaſt reaſon from his 


Doctrine, 


(38) 
Doctrine, or Life, to apprehend that he would 
be a Mover of Sedition. And before the Go- 
vernments of the World became Chriftian, the 
Diſciples were like their Maſter, equally in- 
offenſive in their Principles and Behaviour, I 
am afraid it would not be quite ſo eaſy to 
clear all the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity in 
following Ages; eſpecially, the Eccleſiaſticks. 
For, not to mention thoſe among ourſelves, 
who, while they owe their worldly Wealth 
and Pomp and Grandeur to the State, fet up 
for Independency on it, and pretend to be inveſted 
Jure divino with ſuch Powers as vifibly en- 
trench on the Authority of the Prince, and 
the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, to 
whom, alluding to a well-known Fable, we 
might ſay in the language of the Poet“, Lay 
© down your temporal Emoluments, and re- 
turn to your firſt Poverty, if you would not 
have the State to meddle in your Affairs, not 
claiming any other Power but to inſtruct and 
feed the Flock of God; I ſay, not to expoſe 
the Pretenſions of theſe Men as they deſerve, 


I ſhall only take notice that the Doctrine of 


the Pope's Supremacy over all Perſons, Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical, Princes and Subjects, is ſuch 
a Gulph as does at once ſwallow up the Rights 


and Privileges of all Mankind. In vain hath 


Chriſt ſaid, My Kingdom is not of this World, 
if his Subſtitute at Rome hath authority to de- 


poſe Kings, and give away Kingdoms ; if he 
5 eee 


® Macra ca vum repetes arctum, quem macra ſubifti. 
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hath the Revenues and Armies of a Prince, 
and lives with the fame State and Attendants. 


The ſame Perſon ſtyles himſelf the Succeſſor 


of Peter in the Chair of Rome; but is no 


better qualified to be St. Peter's Succeſſor, than 
the Vicar of Chriſt. When Cornelius fell down 
at Peter's feet, he immediately expreſs d his 


diſlike of ſuch an exceſſive Veneration, and 


rais'd him up, faying, I my ſelf alſo am a Man, 
As x. 2 5, 26. Did the Pope ever read this 


Hiſtory ? Or does he regard it, and conſider 


how little reſemblance there is between him 


and his Predeceſſor, when he ſuffers Men, 
Kings themſelves not excepted, to adore him 


like a God, not only falling down at his feet, 
but kifling them too? which fawning Cuſtom 
a Popiſh Commentator * fancies he hath found 


a place of Scripture to juſtify ; Ja. xlix. 23. 


And Kings ' ſhall be thy nurſng Fathers, and 
Queens thy nurſing Mothers; they ſhall fall down 
to thee with their face 9 the earth, and 
lick up the duſt of thy feet. Was ever ſuch In- 
ſolence, for a mortal Man, and a Chriſtian 


Biſhop, one who ſhould teach others Humi- 


lity by his example, to claim ſuch extravagant 


| Honours? Or was there ever ſuch Impudence 


as his Flatterers are guilty of, when they quote 


ſuch Paſſages of Scripture in defence of this 


abominable Practice; You ſee then it is not 
from Chriſt or St. Peter that the Pope hath 
deriv'd that worldly State and Power in which 


he rivals May Princes. No, but the Papal | 


FIRE 


? Cornelius a Lapide. 


BE | 
Pontificate (as hath been clearly prov'd by à 
Writer of this Nation“) did with all its Pre. 
eminences ſpring from. the Heathen, as both of 
them, the Heathen High-Prieſt and the Chri- 
Fan, owed their Primacy ſolely to the Civil 
Primacy of the City of Rome. The Biſhops 
of Rome, at the time the Pagan High-Prief- 
hood was diffoly'd, took upon them the fame 
State that had belong'd to that Office, and laid 
claim to all the ſame Privileges, which made 
the Governor of that City (who was a Hea- 
then) fay, Make me Biſhop of Rome, and I'll 
be a Chriſtian too. But, if it be further en- 
quir'd from whence he had that Power, by 
which he lords it over Princes, takes upon him 
to make and unmake Kings, and releaſe Sub- 
jects from their Allegiance, diſpenſing with the 
"moſt folemn Oaths, excommunicates them, 
lays their Kingdoms under an Interdict, gives * 


their Dominions to others, authorizes Traitors { 
and Aſſaſſins, and, if they fall in their At- b 
| ' tempt, canonizes them? Tanſwer, that in all E 
| this he hath no other Example than the Devil, n 


who having ſhew'd our Lord all the Kingdoms t 
of the World and the Glory of them, tells 

him, by way of inducement to fall down and 

worſhip him, that he would make a grant of * 
them to him, for they were all deliver'd to 

him, and to whom he would he gave them. 

The Titles indeed of Lord God, Vice-God, and 

Pontifical Omnipotence, given to the Pope by 

his Flatterers, not without his own — 


* Geddes, 
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and approbation, would afford ſomething like 


a foundation on which to build his other 
Claims, if they really belong'd to him. But 


this only aggravates the Affront to God, as well 


as the Inſult upon the Authority of Princes. 


The Pope is guilty of much the fame impious 


Preſumption, in regard of Almighty God, as 
that of Salmoneus in the Fable, who is ſaid to 
have challenged divine Honours ; and, in order 
to obtain them, to have endeavour'd to imitate, 
non 1mitabile Fulmen, the Thunder of Heaven, 
which 1s inimitable. For thus does the Pope 
of Rome fit in the Temple of God, ſhewing 
himſelf as God, uttering his Thunders from 


the Vatican; and pretending, like God himſelf, 


who ruleth in the Kingdoms of Men, to pull 
down one and ſet up another. And may we 
not hope, that as the Poet“ deſcribes Jupiter 
with his Thunder ſtriking that daring Wretch, 
ſo the time will come, when the Pope ſhall 
be thrown from his Seat by that God, whoſe 
Honours he hath ſo long arrogated? We may 


not only hope for ſuch a time, but we know 


that it will be, and know not but it may be 


near, Let us pray that God would haſten it, 
and deſtroy the Kingdom of the Beaſt and all 


*its Dependencies, that the Kingdom of our 


? 
o 


bleſſed Saviour, which is not of this World, 
may appear in its true Glory. 


Virgil. Zneid, L. 6. 
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I ſhall jult apply what hath been aid in two 
Roferences, and conclude. 

1. Is not the Kingdom of Chriſt of this 
World ? then from hence it will follow, and 
from hence we are all of us to draw this In- 
ſtruction, that the fincere Diſciples of Jeſus, 


the true Subjects of his Kingdom, are not of 


this World. So our Maſter himſelf, praying 
for his Diſciples, fays, They are not of the 
World, even as T am not of the World. This 
denotes both their Temper and Character, and 
the Expectations which they are to have from 
the World. 


The Temper and Character of real Chriſtians 


are denoted by their not being of this World. 


They are not of this World; their governing 


Temper and their general Converſation are not 


worldly. 'They are not conformed to this pre- 


ſent World, but transformed by the renewing 


of their Minds. As far as they are under the 
power of a worldly Spirit, ſo far they are of 
this World; and as far as they are of this 
World, ſo far they have no relation and title 
to a better. Hence the Children of the World, 
and the Children of Light ſtand for two oppo- 


ſite Characters. The Children of the World 
chooſe the World for their portion, and have 


hardly any other Rule but the Maxims and Ex- 


amples of the World. The Children of Light 
walk under the Guidance of that Light which 
came from Heaven, and leads thither. The 


Word 
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Word of God 1s their Rule, the Glory of God 
their End, and God himſelf their exceeding 


eat and everlaſting Reward. 3 
THe other thing, ſignified by the Chriſtian's 


not _ of this World, is the Lot and Con- 


dition which he is to look for in the World. 
Here he hath no continuing City, nocertain Reſt- 
ing- place, he is only a Stranger and Pilgrim on 
Earth, and very often muſt expect to fare, after 
much the ſame manner, as ſtrangers uſe to do. 
If ye were of the World (faith our Lord to his 
Diſciples) the World would love its own; but be- 
cauſe ye are not of the World, but I have choſen you 
out of the World, therefore the World hateth you . 

Theſe Words of our divine Maſter were moſt 
remarkably verified in the firſt Chriſtians; and 
do ſo far fold true at all times, that the beſt 

Men are ſeldom the greateſt Favourites of the 
World. And however the World uſes them, 
tho contrary to its cuſtom, in the moſt indul- 


gent and friendly manner, they muſt not think 


to paſs thro' the World without their Portion 
of Sorrow and Affliction ; for tho verily there 
is a Reward for the righteous, yet this World 
is not the place for diſpenſing it. Let us, my 
Friends, conſider this, and endeavour ſo to live 


in this World, and to preſerve ſuch a Diſpoſition 


orlc Land State of Mind, with regard both to its good 
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and evil things, that it may evidently appear, 
that we are not of this World in the ſame 
ſenſe they are fo, whoſe Portion is in this Life: 

i „ but 


lohn xv. 19. 
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but that we ſeek for another Country, even a 


heavenly. „„ 


2. ThE Miniſters of Chriſt in a more eſpecial 
manner, remembring whoſe Miniſters they are, 
and for what purpoſes call'd and appointed, 
ſhould eſteem themſelves oblig'd to form al] 
their Views, and every part of their Behaviour 


and Management, agreeably to the Nature and 


Deſign of the Redeemer's Kingdom. Their 
Buſineſs is to preach the Goſpel of the King- 
dom, pure and unmix'd, and to labour for 
the Advancement of Peace and Righteouſneſs, 
which are the Kingdom of God among Men, 
thereby training them up for the Kingdom of 
Glory hereafter. We may be allow'd, my 
Brethren, to magnify our Office, and have a 
great deal of reaſon to do it, provided only, 
we rightly underſtand, and faithfully diſcharge 


the Duties of it. Zealous we ſhould be for 


the Cauſe, Intereſt, and Honour of our 
divine Maſter; but then 'tis highly neceſſary 
that our Zeal be according to Knowledge, leſt 
while we think we are doing him good Ser- 
vice, we be really gratifying our own Paſſions, 
and contending for the Tenets and Honour of 
a particular Faction or Party, to the preju- 


dice of that one Faith, and one common Intereſt, * 


in which all true Chriſtians are _— con- 
cern d. We are not to betray the let Truth, 


but the Degree of our Zeal ſhould always be 


proportion d to the Importance of the Truths 
we defend; and, in the Manner of defending 
I | them, 
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them, are to be directed and govern'd by Pru- 


dence and Charity. Be it our Care to inſtil 
into the Minds of our Hearers the excellent 


Principles of pure and undefil'd Religion, of 


Love to God, univerſal Charity and Good-Will 
to Men, as their Fellow-Creatures and Fellow- 
Subjects, and of unſhaken Fidelity to their 
heavenly King; to raiſe them to a divine Tem- 


per, to engage their Preference of things 


unſeen, and to be Helpers of their Faith, 

Hope, Joy, and Patience; the Effect of 
all which will be, that they will better fulfil 
the Duties of every Relation, whether to their 
Families, to their Friends and Acquaintance, 
to their Prince, their Country, or to the Church 
of God. 


Ap, that our Inſtructions may have the 


more certain and abundant Succeſs (as well as 


upon other accounts) let us be ſure to live and 


act no otherwiſe than we teach. Let all our 


Exhortations be enforc'd by the powerful Ora- 
tory of a good Example. While we point out 
Heaven to others, let not our Eye and Heart, 

our chief Defires and Aims far ourſelves, be 
fix d upon the Earth; as if we were willing 
to put others out of conceit with it, only that 


we might have the greater Share of it ourſelves. 
Let us abhor every thing that would be an In- 


dication of a low, ſordid, tricking, ſelfiſh, ty- 
rannical Diſpoſition. Let us call no Man 
Maſter upon Earth, nor ſet up for Maſters our- 
ſelves ; but imitate our Saviour's Fore- runner, 


who 
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who defir d no greater Honour, than that of 
conducting Men to the Meftiah, in Whoſe 
Glory he would diſappear, as the Morning 


Star in that of the riſen Sun. He miſſt increaſe, 
but T muſt decreaſe . Far from lording it over 
God's Heritage, and acting as if we imagin'd 
ourſelves to have Dominion over the Faith of 


our Fellow-Chriſtians, we ſhould rejoice to 


ſee them in the peaceable Poſſeſſion, and full Ex- 
erciſe of that Liberty, whorewith Chriſt hath 
made them free; never better pleas'd than when 
the Church liſtens to the Voice of the heaven- 
ly Bridegroom, as he ſpeaks to her in the lively 
Oracles of Truth, and regards no other Autho- 
rity but his. The leſs fond we ſhew ourſelves 
of worldly Power and Dominion, the greater 
Influence ſhall we be likely to have over the 
Minds of Men, and ſtand higher in their in- 
ward Eſteem and Reſpect; — <1 is a ſort of 
Power more honourable to us, and by all wiſe 


and good Men much moreto he deſir d than the 


other, as it will furniſh us with a Capacity and 


Opportunity of doing more good in the World. 
And let us not, like Dzotrephes, love an invi- 
dious Preeminence among ourſelves. They 
are memorable Words of our divine Maſter, 
which he ſpoke to his Diſciples, when ſome- 
thing of this Spirit ſhew'd itſelf among them, 
and they ſhould ever live in our Remembrance; 
Whofoever will be great among you, let him be 
* Miniſter; and whoſoever will be chief among 


you, 


John iii. 29, 30. 
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you, let him be your Servant *, In Perſons en- 
truſted by their King and Country with the 
Management of civil Affairs, next to Integrity, 
the chief thing requir'd is political Wiſdom, that 
they underſtand the Times, what they need and 
what they will bear, are acquainted with the 
true Intereſt of Prince and People, and will 
contribute their part to maintain the publick 
Tranquillity. This is Their Praiſe. Let it be ours 
that we are wiſe to win Souls, have a juſt No- 
tion of the Rights and Intereſts of the Chri- 
ſtian Church, and, according to our proper 
Sphere and Capacity, are inſtrumental to pre- 
ſerve and promote them. 


To conclude; Let us be ſincere, diligent, 
and faithful, and we ſhall in no wiſe loſe our 
Reward. ; 5 


* Matt. xx. 26, 27. 
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